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Ethnology of Bengal (1872)" egq F0 GCE +0 0AI ybaR 

A(6*The Miris of the plains are off-shoots from the Abors 

and claimed by that people as runaway slaves, but there are 

various clans of them differing in Asam for ages. They, 
however, keep much to themselves, leading rather a nomadic 

life, external appearance, and some of these clans have been 

settled in living in houses on stilts built on the precarious 
banks of the Brahmaputra and its estuaries or affluents, and 

cultivating the alluvial flats of that river. With exception to 
the clan called Chutin Miris, the traditions of all of them take 
them back to the valley of the Dihong. It is probable they had 
advanced from the north, made settlements in the country 
now occupied by the Abors, and the latter people, of the same 
race but more powerful, following on their footsteps pushed 
them on into the plains. There are clans, the Saiengya and 
Aiengya, who crop their hair like the Abors, and having done 
so the young women attach to the cropped ends an ornament 
fringe of cowries and brass, which gives them the appearance 

of being wigged in a very fantastic manner. Other clans clothe 
themselves and dress their hair more after the fashion of the 
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Asamese, but they keep their blood pure and have lost none 
of the physical characteristics of the tribe. They are of the yellow. Mongolian type, tall, and powerfully framed, but with 
a slouching gait. and sluggish habits. They have the deep-toned 
voice and slow method of speaking that I have noticed as characteristics of the Abors. 

I 

Fora long period under the Asam Government. the Miris 
managed to keep to them- selves the entire trade between 
A sam and the Abors; and as being thus the only mediumn of 
communication between the two peoples, they obtained this 
name Miri, which means mediator or go-between, and is the 
same word as 'miria' or 'milia' used with the same signification 
in Orissa. Perhaps the meriah applied to the sacrifice of the 
Khunds is a cognate word, the meriah being the messenger 
or mediator between man and the deity. 

The Miris in the plains have generally abandoned the 

vague religious notions of their ancestors, and adopted ideas 
put into their heads by the Asamese Gosains or Brahminical 
priests, that each of them chose to adopt as their Guru or 
spiritual instructor: but all efforts on the part of the Hindus to 
wean them from their impure mode ofliving have utterly failed. 
They eat pig, fowl and beef, and drink spirits and beer, and 
have no caste notions about the preparation of food. 

Dances, &c. 

They keep the Asam feasts, and during the great Bihu 

festival groups of Miris are to be found amongst the gayest 

OT the revellers. The Miri girls dance the somewhat sensual 

Omu dance with great spirit, and they have a dance of their 
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own which is quite free from this sensuality somewhat resem-

bling the Naga movement. They have also a festival that e that few 
of the uninitiated ever hear of. At one season of the year the 

adult unmarried males and females of a village spend severl 
days and nights together in one large building, and if couples 
manage thus to suit cach other, they pair off and marry. 

Houses. 

The Miri houses are what are called in Asam chang. 

garh, i. e., houses with raised floors, and space underneath 
for the pigs, poultry, &c. The houses are generally in a line on 
the banks of the river, and they have no gardens or enclosures. 
The cultivation is with them, as with their brethren in the 

hills, apart from the village, and their granaries are in their 
cultivated fields, often left quite unprotected. They trust to 
the isolated position for protection from alien thieves, and 
have perfect confidence in the honesty oftheir fellow villagers. 
(Page 29)" 

atcGGA AT0GA (Strt8 o) "History of the 
Relations of the Government with the Hill Tribes of the North 
East Frontier of Bengal" A SYAgfa f 
S9 brG"The North-East Frontier of India cAt 
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aabag"Linguistic Survey of India (Vol. 

J.E Needhan "Outline Grammar of the (1885) 

Shaiyang Miri Language" a4: 

divisions." 

fRC"The Miris who reside on 
.be banks of the Brahmaputra, Dihong and Dibong rivers, the 
the neighbourhood of Sadiya, call themselves Mishing (I have 

not yet been able to find out the derivation of the word), and 

are of the Shai yang, Oiyan, Chu-tiya, Dam buk and Sho m 

wang 
clans, each of which is divided into numerous sub 

0 

4H. CG Early Culture and Civilization of Tanis of 

North-East India (2006) 1$ 3 AG-(3}x NgA MO 

(Po Valley), 2) W yROt 
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(Tsrong Tsan Gampo) In carly 7th century A.D., Tibet under 

the Yarlung dysnasty became very powerful. The Tibetan King 

Tsrong Tsan Gampo declared the Buddishm as the state 

religion throughout Tibet which resulted in Bonpo uprisings 
in Central Tibet and ILoba (Tani) rebellion in Myang province. 

The Tanis wanted to preserve their age old culture and religion. 
Consequently, the Tibetan King sent troops to Myang province 
and a result of which the Tanis fled to the Taro Country (Po 

Valley), Kham region and India. 

dgO GAY 
4-The Miris are found, both in the plains, where 

they are Miris. peaceable British subjects, and also in the hills 
to the north, where also they are quiet and inoffensive. They 
act as a channel of communication with the Abors, and from 
this circumstance comes the name by which they are known 
in Assam, which means a "go-between". They have never given 
any trouble. (Pp:417-418) 

j qUý (oRCO A History of Assam 

RGT AAeoA cUSE In Abor Jungles of North-East India K Ao DAN R 4- In appearance the Miris of the Assam border are Mongoloid, but their faces are by no means unpleasing. In general, too, they are strongly built, with finely developed limbs, and complexions that often have a distinctly 
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ruddy 
hue. .They are cleaner in their persons than many of the 

Tibeto-Burman tribes, and the more progressive among them 
appreciate an occasional bath. Ever since the advent of the British in Assam, the Miris have shown 

amenable to civilising influences, though this 

the advantages of 

themselves 

lity is not shown by the hill tribes who still preserve no 
little independence. 

In the plains the Miris seem to prefer to live near running 
moter. although in doing so they usually frequent the most 
malarial spots. As a rule they settle upon the newly-formed 

alluvial islets in the rivers, in which they fish, or upon the 
banks of the marshes, where they graze their goats, pigs, and 
cattle, and support themselves by raising crops of summer 
rice, mustard, millet, pulse, and sweet potatoes. In spite of 

their surroundings, or perhaps on account of their active lives, 
their diet of fish and flesh, and the character of their houses, 

they enjoy an enviable immunity from disease. Miri villages 

are built in two long rows, the houses being as much as forty 

yards in length, with accommodation for twenty or thirty 

Inmates. They are raised on piles. Unlike an Assamese village 

there are neither fruit trees nor gardens near them. 

The Miris who have colonised the Assam border 

describe themselves as Hindus, At the same time they have 

liberal notions with regard to diet, eating pork and drinking 

ee beer without hesitation. Where they are not Hindus, they 

Animists sacrificing to the sun, moon, and earth. (page 

85-86) 
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