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P'REFA ': 

The upprowh to English in schools and eolleges hy students and also by u 

seetion of teachers uppears to be more as u subject than us u lunguage. The 

students. particularly those coming from vernacular medium, inevitably turn 

.xmicky when it comes to ngrazi hixoi" or English suhject. The picture is the 

same even at the university level. The teachers fear the worst performunces of 

their pupils in English and the student too heave a sigh of relief when they get 

paSs mark in that dreaded' subject. 

The studens' idea of English is limited to the prescribed text book wherefrom 

a regular set of comprehension questions come in the exam: the idea of grammar 

is prescriptive and is confined to a 'grammar book' that prescribes rules of 

narration, voice change, tenses etc. The learners devote a lot of time and energy 

in understanding and practising the rules as such without bothering to understand 

their practical use and the bigger task of learning imbibing the target language. 

The minor research project primarily aims at problematizing the approach of the 

high school students (of vernacular and English medium schools) of Jorhat town 

towards English. 

Jorhat is ofen called the 'knowledge city/ cultural capital'of Assam. and so 
it can be supposed that the opinions of the students here regarding English would 

carry value and, in u big way, would reflecet the general mindset of the students of 

the region. Aguin, it is a common trend among college and universinv teachers to 

pass the buck for the poor performance of students in English to their inadequate 

grounding at the school level. And, therefore, this 'back to school" approach can 

be thought of us a signiflcanl move towards unkerstanding the minnds of the 

English learners. 



The communicative approach is the latest fad in language teuching und the 

project also aims at understunding the feusibility of the applicution of it in the 

(pical large classrooms of high schools here. Further, both the qualitutive and 

the quantilative method employed ure expected to give a fairly resonable pictu°re 

of the students 'rapport with English. The statistical responses of students (school 

wise and also in totality) are given in pie diagrams; and the interviews with the 

same students complement the statistical data obtainwd. But i needs to he 

mentioned that the analysis may have at times been diluted due to time related 

constraints, nevertheless I am confident thau the research work hus served itsN 

purpose by meaningfully addressing the research question. 

lthankfully recall the names of Dr Pabitrapran Goswami, the Principal of 

Jorhat College: Dr Devabrat Shurma, the IOD, Deparment of English, Jorht 

College: Dr Diganta Phukan, Asst Prof.. Dept. of Sociology. Jorhut College for 

their valuable advice ut differem stuges of research. For any computer reluted 

query, I ofien went lo Mr Mohan Dutta. Mr Dhiraj Dus onl Mr Kank Sonowal of 

Jorhat College office and I tuke this opportunity to thank them. I also eNpress my 

thankfulness to the hspector of Schools, Jorhat (for giving me the permixsion to 

carry out the questiomaire bUsed survey): the headmistresses/ headmUsters, the 

English teachers and the eergetie students of the various sehwols I visited. 

Above all., loffer my love and graitude to Mua, Baba and Piyalee fo their 

moral support in my wademic dventures and for thwir oceasional nd vwery 

necessary prodding to complete my work on time. 

Date: 

Jorhat College, Jorhat 

(SU STONDA) 
Amstt. Prolesaor 

Dept. of Englah 
Jorhat Collega 



To 

The Inspector of Schools 
JDC 
Jorhat 
Assam 

Subject: Permission to visit the High Schools of Jorhat Town as a part of UGC Minor 
Research Project (MRP). 

Sir, 
I would like to inform you that I have been sanctioned a Minor Research 

Project titled « The Attitude and Motivation Level of High School Students 
towards English Language Education in Jorhat, Assam: A Detailed Case Study 
of Sclcctcd High Sehools of Jorhat Town with a Focus on Understanding the 
Needs of the Students" by the UGC, NERO, Guwahati. 

The endeavour requires visiting the English classes of High Schools in Jorhat, 
talking with the students and teachers, making a questionnaire based survey, and 
electronically recording student - teacher interaction. This pre - processing activities 
would for1n the key stone of the project. I would therefore request you kindly to grant 
me jermission to vi all the schools (Government/ Provincialized/Private/Under 

SEDA) to complete ny project successfully. 
Please find attached a photo copy of the sanctioning letter from the Dy. 

Secretary, UGC NERO. 

Te 

Principa! & Secretary 
Jorhat College (Amal.) 

Jorhat 785001 

Date: 
Jorhat 

omai 

hgud 

Yours sincerely, 

(SUBHRAJYOTI CHANDA) 
Assistant Professor 

Jorhat College 

dlana 

Department of English 

Jorhat, Assam 
Phone: 943509345 1 
E mail: chandasj @gmail.com 



This is to certify that Shri Subhrajyoti Chanda, Assistant Professor in the Department of English, Jorhat College visited our institution o'ahsh.lth.i,a.thyand conducted a questionnaire interview based survey, related to his Minor Research Project (MRP), among High School students. 
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This is to certify that Shri Subhrajyoti Chanda, Assistant Professor 

in the Department of English, Jorhat College visited our institution 
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Interview based survey, related to his Minor Research Project (MRP), 
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