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THE EFFECT OF STRATEGY

INSTRUCTIONS ON THE LEARNERS o
ENGLISH AT THE TERTIARY LEVEL |
JORHAT, ASSAM: A CASE STUDY

Subhrajyoti Chanda

The objectives of the study — which is based on the fundamenta assumption
that language learning strategies (LLS) are teachable — are specified as follows:
a) Designing a ‘strategic classroom’ in the online mode;
b) Designing suitable lesson plans to execute the online strategy instructions

sessions and designing listening, reading, and writing tasks using authentic materials
available in the web:

c) Adapting the strate
the online mode;

d)

gy inventory of language learning (SILL) and executingitin

9) Studying learnerg’
: IS’ choj . .k [istenind
r€ading, ang writing tasks: olce of Strategies to complete the English liste" g

bl



p) Studying the role of extraneous varjape,
e (governmenyprlvgte), and medium of instr
. rformances in ||st§n|ng, reading, ang writing t
i) Applying @ mixed method approach — at
e data obtained from SILL surveys, Pre-t
qualitative assessment of the entire process
rategic classroom in the online mode,
The study is significant for g Number of reasons:
a) Firstly, because it attempts to look into the fact whether online LLS instrycti
sessions can make a significant impact in the development of istening r::dr.uctuons
wiiting skills in English; , reading and
b) Secondly,
materials available i
skills practice;

c¢) Thirdly, because of the fact that the exercise is carried out entirely in the
online mode.

asks: Nglish) on thejr

because it attempts at g Creative exploitation of the authentic
n the web for online LLS instructions sessions and for language

As for the research design, the case study research is conducted in four
distinct phases spread over a period of five months:

a) Phase 1: Strategy Inventory of Language Learning Survey (SILL 1) survey
and Pre-test designed with authentic materials:

b) Phase 2: LLS instruction and practice sessions with authentic materials:

¢) Phase 3: SILL 2 survey and Post-test designed with authentic materials &
feed-back from the participants about the instruction and the practice sessions;

d) Phase 4: revision tests and telephonic interviews with the participants after a
9ap of a few months to study their participation, involvement, and performance after
a hiatus,

It needs to be emphasised that the study was conducted at a time when the
country was passing through COVID-19 pandemic in 2020-.2021 and the
UNPrecedented crisis inevitably influenced the methodology and design of the study.

The study addresses a number of research questions (RQs): ]

* RQs on the choice of LLS by the participants; such RQs are ar‘swere
basis of the datg collected through the SILL surveys (SILL1& SILL2)

%T |R\r¢
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- k'"; reading skills and writing skills; such RQs are answg
SKIlIS,

, on listening g and the Post-test:

RQ'S f the data collected from the Pre-test hool |

o the role of extraneous variables (gender, school type and Medium o
- RQs onthe

' : hool level) on listening skills, reading .skills, writing skillg
instructions at the high scho LS instructions and practice sessions meaningf ang
In order to mafke the L is aligned with the courses taught at the gp Firgt

purpeseftll; the LLS. métrUCtlon- |  (Ability Enhancement Compulsory Cour
Semester Communicative English paper ( y is is based on both . ,Se
—AECC 1) of Dibrugarh University. As statgd, the analy5|s-1s a:e S;Jnt 0 Iquantltatlve
and qualitative data. The quantitative data is collected using The rg ggy nventory of
Language Learning (SILL) surveys, the Pre-test & Post-test,-the' revision test and tha
feed-back given by the students about the course. The quantitative déta are analyseq
using SPSS 16 software. The procedures used in this study are discreet statistics
using paired sample t-test, independent sample t-test, Levene’s test of equality of
variances, and percentage distribution. The qualitative data is collected from the
interactions with the participants over WhatsApp chats, group conversations ang
interactions during online strategy instructions and practice sessions on Google Meet.
The instruments for the study — the adapted version of Oxford’s Strategy Inventory
of Language Learning (SILL 1 & SILL 2); Pre-test and Post-test (containing listening,
reading, and writing tasks) — were duly piloted among students before the exercise.
The test items contain Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) for listening tasks and

req

— from the web and other sources.
The résearcher tried hj



The size of the participants in the case study is 20 with ten
tromthe Assamese medium b.alck_ground and ten from English med
ifteen of them are female while five of them are male; seven are
high schools and thirteen came from private high schools. It need
that the small size of the participants is mainly due to the fact that the exercise was
conducted wholly and thoroughly in the online mode and at 3 time when the country
was going through the pandemic induced crises. It can be said that those students
who willingly took part in the relatively novel exercise of LLS instructions in the online
mode with accompanying tasks based on authentic materials obtained from the web
were genuinely curious to learn and they maintained their momentum throughout the
core instruction and practice phases.

The data obtained from the SILL based studies showed a significant change
after online LLS instructions session in the use of cognitive strategies but did not
show any significant changes in the use of other strategies i.e., memory, metacognitive,
social, affective and compensation strategies. The online LLS instructions and practice
session did bring about significant changes so far as overall listening, reading, and
writing skills are concerned. However, the quantitative analyses need to be appreciated
in the light of the fact that the size of the sample is small. The revision test held after
a gap of four months showed a reduced number of participants attempting the tasks
~fifteen students (75%) attempted the listening task; twelve students (60%) attempted
the reading task: and six (30%) attempted the writing tasks. The meagre attendance

in the writing tasks highlighted the fact that the challenge posed by the online writing
activities is substantial.

students coming
ium background:

s to be pointed out

The assessment of the qualitative data obtained through unstructured interviews
fevealed that —

" Creating and maintaining a strategic classroom in the online mode though
¢hallenging is possible:

" Vygotsky's dialogic model of interactions can be effectively used in online LLS
lnstructions;

K |xeq



gilable in the web can be effectively used for deVelop-,ng
v

ing and engaging; |
ting ilable in the web can be used for creqy,

. Short documentaries a

listening tasks that aré interes O
- Suitable newspaper artic

: aging;
. : informative and eng _ .
reading == Wh';?h ;ZIr;vailable in the web (for instance, in the YouTube) can b,
- Music and S

exploited effectively to create stimulating listening tasks which are motivating ang4
inspirin?r-his project is not a simplé cat'JsaI StL-ld.y a_bo.ut th-e ri]m gzct of LLSbinstruct-ions
ills: tioned prewously, it is distinguished Dy a number of uniqye

on language skils; 8 T itive texts, explicit and implicit strategy instructions
features T fi: f (;u;;utir;::gsa'nd qualit'ative studies, harnessing of available T
(:erzzgracseessfc?rnonlci)ne SLS instructions, sensitivity to learners’ emqtions, the:ir orientations
and academic backgrounds so far as the use of authentic materla.ls and LLS
instructions are concerned, and —more importantly — the completely online model of
LLS instructions. The current research also identifies certain newer avenues for future
studies: .

. A case study on LLS instructions in the online mode with a longer duration;

- An experimental study on the effect of LLS instructions in the online mode;

- The impact of online LLS instructions on all language skills (LSRW); |

~ A detailed study on students’ writing skills in English in the online mode QlV?“
the finding from the revision test where the majority of the students showed inertial
singular lack of motivation to complete the online writing task.




{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

