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Dear Readers!
Ineliar ks at the crogsraads as it reels wnider the palnfid
process of befng balled ont of COVID-19 pardemie, The
hundredy of deathe ond cremationy daily, the thousonds of
fumans langutafing i coroma fever and plysical allmests,
the long quene gasping for bropth mnd hence walting for the
cannechion af Ovegen evlinders, the mumber af fomilles
Bisrdeanecl with memtlers havirg been admitted in the hoxpitals
fur treatment, ithe elders whe are in the grip of corona -porehe
threat atc, are the da=ro day axperfenons, The conséguinci
ure the restricted movements of peopley, claswre of besiness
contres, long stretch of lockdown, confinement of huimans fn
the howges, emergence of onling classes amd examys and 50 on,
Reflocring on the cancerns of vducational institutions,
online classes have become the order of the day, divtancing
the students from the face to face instructions; thoungh
Sortunately the Government has ixswedd free SIM cardy with
free Wi-Fi intermet facilities which ensures the conmectivity for
the classes, on the other hamd, the [nteractions have been
drastically reduced und students are slowly Becoming
inactive. Faces of the studenis are rarely seen bt the faces of
parents seom to be appearing and fistening o the voioes of the
stff... Congraty to elders becoming the students throngh onling
out of curioyity. The instructors too seem to have settled down
for carafor-nothing, not worried aboul the presence o
absence of students; thay are ignarant of new techno-pedagogy
but anly the completion of the silabus with minimum power
polntr and finally the apex bady worried about the formal
campletion of end evaluation process in a smoother manney,
While we wundersiand the difficulty in all the aspects, including
the fast spread of pandemic and the need for lock-dawn, how
are we golng fo fustify the aven-tempered anivide of aurs if we
inyist on quality edueation? What do we have to do? There
are guestions fo be arswered
I think, somewhere we need (o touch the core of the
educational syitem where o thorough overhanling has to be
done. A new perspective of education which encompasses the
radical inclusion of information lechnology from the
elementary education for both teaching and learning has fo
be thought abowt so thar our siudants become acelimatised (o
fechna-oriented feaching- learning process along with
personal reading and reflections. This deinands o deep
evaluative study of our system and apenness to the new
developments in the area of interactive teaching-learning
process; becoming techns-sovwy iy indispensable ond the rural
siwdent community has fo be focussed and enriched in
technology. Especially the tertiary education has to ba
refuvenaled with techno-centred interaction i the elassrooms,

Let ux kope, this pandemic will bring abow! a change in the
days o come.
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SCHOOL SAFETY CONCERNS AND CONDITIONS:
A SURVEY ON LAKHIMPUR DISTRICT OF ASSAM ook

ADSTRACT

In the Lakiimpur district of Assam, the investigator did a research survey fo assess the schools’
development editions with teachers and parent’s awareness about school safety. With the help of a self-
developed checklist, the researcher collecied the data from 100 respanclents, including 50 parents and 50
teachors, randomly selected from the Lakhimpuir Districs government and private schools: The findings reveal
that there is a significant difference in school safety conditions hetween government and private schaols: The
government schools are more aware that school safety must legalise through certification; the private schools
are more focused on ensuring the bayic facilities that Sall under school safety conditions.

Keywords: School Safety, Teacher and Parent Awareness,

Introduction Conceptualising School Safety

The primary concern of every parent is to ensure his/ In 2017 National Disaster Management Authonity
her child safety which seeks every school to assure schag] (NDRA) prepared a comprehensive document- “National

safety. Schools that are the agencies of formal education Disester Management Guidelines: School Safety Policy™
¢in change the life of the child and society ns the child issued to all State secretaries and UT administration by the

spends one-third of the whole day in the school in the MHRD Guverm‘:mnl of India, th‘: Wtuf School
formative years. School administration is responsible for “dsation and Literacy. According o this document

providing a protected, safe, and secure environment to make “School Safety has been defined as creating safe
achild’s learning process more effective and enjoyable, €nvironments for children from their homes to their
Schools must be safe and secure places for students, All S6heols and back. This includes safety from large-scale
edcatiorl cornisity merbers were involved in g ‘natwral’ hazards of geological/climatic origin, kuman-
adequate levels of school safity through diverse management made risks, pandemics, violence as well as more
and organisational actions and measures 10 ensure physical, Jrequent and m“ﬁw'“f“'lg fires, transportation and
emotional, and social safety (Anna Diaz & Joaquin Gairin """ "elated emergencies, and environmental threats

Saltan 2017); Bis thechildsafily is notonly the assumace. "% 41 adversly @ﬁf the lives of children. " *
of the conditions free from fear and exploitation, Still,it _ [ecanceptualisation of school safety by the general

: - ; s blic is confined to a fearless and comfortab!

includes the school infrastructure, child'sheathand nutition, ™ Haed 10 8 comfortable
rining waer e sntton,cybersesuitandsaiy el e oous onbetavioul ad
from natural hazards and disaster. In the past few years, ;mﬂmnfcm;l:&; ¢ Mm Cnm:;;munﬁtr
the number of child physical harm, injuries, abuse and igtts (NCPCR)developed the “Safety

exploitation cases arerising, Lack of disastermanagement (™ pr Seadbanfall Pradhan b
preparation within the school premises (as reported on Assistant Professor, Education Depariment,
various news channels and print media)is the cause. Tezpur University, Assam-784028

Ho ¢ | Mail id- sradha@tezu ernet.in
The child's safety becomes the primary concern 0 Ms Purnima Padl

the parents, teachers, stakeholders and all local, state and Assistant Professor, Jorhat College, Jorhat,
central government. . Assam-785001 y
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and Security of Children in Sehools*(201 Tmanul and  and parents’ aWarcness of schuol safety7e - -2
The Government has implemented AFFROVED

e . [ .
checklistassisting $arious schools and education boands o i requrding schoal building,

i 7 ‘ ic schionl various ste . .
Indinfor having a common undersinnding of basic schoo 14 health and sanitation, ind psycho-social safey

safety requirements and mensures 1o be ensured for  waler safi s : .
i . :  inschool, Still these fircilities in schools ina remote villape
children. The majorobjective of the manual g to inform, in Ef shoet 10 Adopting Sl

aware, and equip the stakeholders in monitoring sehool and vulnerable areas
safety and security by highlighting the roles and mensures. Therefore, the paper explores the concems, the

responsibilities of school teachers and stafl. The manual necessary school conditions tnd ﬁhmmﬂma ﬂ*-;:mﬂm "
pointed out the different components of school saltety mnging gehool sofety in Lakhimpur District WS
from psychosocial elements to school hazard and disaster pegenrch Objectives
management clements, 1. Tostudythe availability of necessary conditions required
“This includes safety from any kind of I‘T'H.F; to ensure school safety.
violence, psyeho-social issue, disasier: natural an . .t .
. ' availahle school safety conditions
manmade, fire, transportation, Emotional safety s 2 :;::Empﬁr:tem;ﬂ government schools,
ially important be 1 ifficult
especially important because it is often difficult for o pareatis levelofa st el

reachers and parents to defeet emotional problems and 3. To study th
difficulries in children. Bullying can cause vietimized ~ safety conditions.

students to suffer from lower self~esteem and dally siress Research Hypothesis
about their well-being".! I There is no significant difference in school safety
Indian Government Acts and Policies on *School - 4ii0ns between private and government schools.

Safety’.
: ; , Methodology
1. R@nmﬁmmmmzﬂﬂﬂgmﬁmm The descriptive survey method is adopted to assess
and standards regarding the location and quality of ) o e conditions with the teacher and parent
schools. The Act lays down the information of the . % :
; : awareness towards school safety in the Lakhimpur district.
School Management Committee for the planning of The seonnlo incbixdes 50 teachers and 50 (5 teact
infrastructure and another requirement conceming the i P el t:sd] from
jonal frctioning of the school. A s pedas Schenf) miod spoeny
npurmm!ml . atotal of 10 schools(7 government and three private schools
promoting safety awareness among stakeholders, o, o4 e of Narayanpur Block in the Lakhimprr
including teachers and studeats district. The study delimits o the Narayanpur block ofthe
National Policy on Disaster Management (2009) [ akhimpur Distriot, The researcher used a self-made
highlights the need for structural and non-structural Safety checklist for the data collection which consists of three
inschool and educational institutions. sections. Section! consists of questions on desmographic
. National Policy on Children(2013) recognises that information and determines the profile of the respondents.
survival, health, nutrition, education, development, Section2 consists of 34 questions on the physical safety of
protection, and participation as the undeniable rights of the child at schools. Section 3 consists of 26 questions o
every child, emotional and persanal safety-related statements related

On 15th April 2018 supreme court direeted the 10 the child's safety at schools,
ministry to confirm the guidelines for fixing accountability of Descriptive statistics like percentage analysisis used
school management towards the safety and security of to analyse the dotn of the survey. The *t'-test was used 10
school children, Besides these guidelines, sources reported  test the null hypothesis, The result and discussion were based
some shocking child accidents in few years. These shocking on the participant information and researcher observation
incidents rise questions on school accountability, teacher only,
Research and Reflections on Educailon ISSN 0974 - 648 X Vol 19 No. 02 Apr-June I'I}




Major findings

Objective 1: To study the availability of necessary
conditions required that ensure school safety.

I

el

fad

9. The govetnment schools regularly
maintain records of the AFPPROVED
health-relnted issues in schools
with the proper implementation of the mid-day meal
scheme, In private schools' parents and teachers are

In the Norayanpur Block of Lakhimpur district,
govemment school building facilities are better than

private schools, Most govemment school buildings are

certified as per the norms of housing by the local

muthonity with proper electrical fittings, Both typesof
schools have separate toilets for girls and boys with
adequate mamtenance and cleantiness, The government

schoals lack protective boundary walls, and private

schools Inck proper lighting, electrical fittings, and
running water facilites,

also concerned about the health, but they don't provide
mid-day meal to the students.

10, Both government and privite school teachers are much

aware of he regular orientation towards sexual abuse
safety. Whereas the government school has a commitiee
on child Sexual abuse, the private schools display child
safety posters in prominent locations of the school,

Both government and private schools are awace of the !+ BOMR Bovemments and private schools don't bave cyber
fire safety requirements and do not have a fire safety safety facilities in schools as the schools lack basic
certificate.

computerand internet facilities.

. The government and private schools are not situated in  OPjective 2 : To compare the available school safety

the eanthquake 20ne. Some govemment school feachers conditions among private and government schools,
don’t have any emergency plans in place for disaster Hypothesis 1 : There is no significant difference in school

preparedness at schools. Compared to
school, private school teachers are much more aware
of earthquake safety in schools,

The government and private schools are situated near
the seashore or ariver, Both the government and private

certificates for drinking water in schools. Government
and private schools are well protected by the water
source and elways provide safe potable water,

Few government schools are providing the facilities of
laboratory safety, and none of the government and

in the laboratory.

conditions for disabled children. In povernment schools,
differently-abled arc less accompanied by a teacher o
attendant when using toilets. '

Table ]

government - safety conditions between private and government schools.

t-test comparison for Government and Private
sthool Safety Conditions

school teachers don't prepare any plan during the natural _TestVake=0
disaster. Only a few schools have transported | Varbbte Calcaed| | sig | Meas possereeete
mmphufmmmwwm — ahoisn @-taded)] ence |Tower | Upper |
: wmw},m&mm Erm 12193 | 5% | o000 |ssmy| s | g8
in schools—the minor importance given to the display  Pebvate

of waming signals on electrical fittings arvas, whool | 1204 | % | oooo | sswo | asw | san
Both govemnment and private schools don’t have safety LT2<het

From table 1, it is evident that for the degree of
(df) =59, the tvalue is significant st p=0.000<0,05
level. Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejocted 8t 0,05 level.
Hence there is a significant difference in school safety
privateschool teachers s trained tomeetany y conditions in govemment and private schools.

freedom

Objective 3 : To study the parent's awareness level
Both government and private schools don't meet safity - on school safety conditlons,

Both the government and private school children's
parents are unaware of the primary school safety
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requirements like school building, fire safety, drinking water References
certification. Besides that, parents are leastinformed of the 1, A%, 5. & Farla, £ 2016} JPFROVEY
essential requirements 1o ensure electrical salety, cyber Camparative Analysis af Safety

safety, naturn) disaster management, necessary components and Security Measures in Public and Private Schaoly .

of school safety. Whereas the govemment school children's  Secondury Level, Journal of Soctalomles, 363), 14 poy.
parents are aware of the health, nulrition requirements, the [0.4172/2167-0158. 1000169

private school children's parents are aware of prevention »  coan, &, €, & Vallluncoirt, K. @013). Advocatiny f,,
of child abuse, sanitation, and hygiene requirementsinthe s Schools, Pasitive School Climate, and Comprehgny,,
schools. Itis observed that private school children's parents — Afental Health Services. Communlgue, 41{6), 20-24

are more aware of school safety requirements than ; pro vl A, &Salldn J. G (3017). A comprehgnyiy,

govemment school parents, apjroach (o managing school
Discussion and conclusion 4 safety: case studies in Catalonia, Spain, Educaiiongf

Safety is an implicit determinant of the quality of the ~ Research, $9(1), 85-106 https:/idol.org/10.1080 0013183
school environment which is explicitly realised through 2016.1272430
meeting the norms and standards of national policiesand 5. Hermander. D., Floden, L., & Bosworth, K. (2010). How Sefy
guidelines. Inot fulfilling these care principlesof school s aSchoal? An Exploratary Study Comparing Mearures and
safety policies arise risks and threats to child safety putting ~ Perceptions of Safety. Journal of School Violence, §14),
the child's wellbeing at stake, So, the teachers, parents, 397374 hips:/dot org/ 10, 1088V 5388220.2010.50813)
and stakeholders need to be aware of school safety policies & Nutiono! Commission for Protuction of Child Righis 2017,
and guidelines. Every parent has a mutual trustinschool for ~ Manal on Safety and Security of Children in Schools
providing a positive and comfortable environmentforchild 7 wartonal Disaster Management Authority GOI
learning and overall development next to family. Though  (20/4) Narional Disaster Management Guidelines: School
the researcher revealed that where the govemment schools — Safety Palicy
are more aware of school safety should be legalized through g - yicolini, P, &Nardi, - 2018). Inclusive Safety at School:
certification the parent's schools are focused onensing  How 1o Truin Teachers. Journal of Teacher Education and
the basic facilities that fall under school safety conditions.  Baucators, 7(2), 139-146. https:/idergipark org tefenpuby
Being aware of school safety policy and guidelinescan’t  jiefissue/43276/525734
assure school safety mther teachers have to be responsible
for their roles and responsibilities for ensunng school safety,
The parents and the other stakeholders have to be infarmed
and provided with school safety guidelines. Govemment
should train teachers through capacity-building programs.
Regular monitoring and supervision of school safety
conditions should ensure a well-protected, safe and secure
environment for children who are the future citizens of our

nation.
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